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Abstract

Schools play a vital role in supporting the learning process and fostering students' reading
interest, especially through libraries. As information hubs, libraries provide a wide range
of reading materials that help students expand their knowledge, think critically, and develop
a deeper understanding of various concepts.Literacy is more than just reading and writing—
it also includes comprehension, as well as the ability to analyze and use information in
different contexts. Well-designed literacy programs can help students develop these skills,
especially when combined with engaging reading activities. Students’ reading interest is a
key factor in the success of literacy programs and can be nurtured through enjoyable
activities with support from both families and schools. Additionally, collaboration among
various stakeholders, including the government, educational institutions, and communities,
is essential in creating a strong reading culture. With effective library management and
collective efforts from all parties, literacy programs can positively impact educational
quality and better prepare students for future challenges.

Keywords: School libraries, literacy, reading interest, library management, literacy
programs, education quality.

INTRODUCTION

Indonesian society is diverse, and this diversity is reflected in students' reading
interests in schools. Reading and writing, as fundamental aspects of literacy, are essential
life skills that shape intellectual growth. In this context, school libraries play a crucial role
in supporting the learning process and enhancing students’ literacy skills. As centers of
information and learning resources, libraries provide access to a wide range of literature,
enabling students to expand their knowledge, develop critical thinking skills, and deepen
their understanding of various subjects. Literacy serves as a foundational competence that
every student must acquire to excel in different academic disciplines.

The importance of literacy extends beyond basic reading and writing; it requires
continuous development and mastery to equip students with the necessary skills to navigate
contemporary societal challenges. A lack of reading habits can lead to limited knowledge,
making a nation susceptible to misinformation and external influences without the ability to
critically assess and address problems. Literacy is a cornerstone of civilization, as the
advancement of science and technology is driven by strong reading habits rather than passive
reception of information. Recognizing this, all segments of society must acknowledge the
significance of literacy in national progress and work collaboratively to strengthen it, despite
the various challenges involved.

A library is more than just a repository of books; it plays a multifaceted role in storing,
preserving, and utilizing valuable knowledge resources. As part of the educational
infrastructure, school libraries facilitate teaching and learning activities, contributing to
quality education for all. This aligns with the mandate of the Preamble to the 1945
Constitution, which emphasizes the importance of "educating the nation.” The primary role
of school libraries is to support students in their learning journeys while assisting educators
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in achieving academic goals. In line with this, the government continues to make efforts to
improve the quality of education in Indonesia, particularly by ensuring adequate school
facilities to enhance the learning process. Libraries should not be limited to book collections
and lending services; instead, they must optimize their functions to serve as dynamic centers
of knowledge and learning.

Furthermore, libraries must be responsive to the information needs of the school
community, ensuring that knowledge and resources are disseminated effectively and
efficiently. To achieve this, libraries must implement policies and missions that align with
their educational objectives. A well-managed library enhances its own quality by improving
its collection, services, administration, and infrastructure. However, in practice, not all
school libraries provide comprehensive services, nor do they always function optimally
(Sa’diyah, Noorjanah, & Prasetiyo, 2022). Therefore, continuous improvements in library
management and operations are essential to maximize their impact on education and literacy
development.

METHOD

This research employs a qualitative approach with a case study design. Data and
sources of information were gathered through in-depth interviews with key informants, as
well as the collection of visual and written documents available at the research site. The data
collection techniques utilized in this study include participant observation, in-depth
interviews, and document analysis.

Additionally, this study incorporates a literature review as a research method. A
literature review is a systematic approach that involves examining various relevant scholarly
sources essential to the study. The purpose of employing this method is to serve as a
foundational step in research planning by utilizing existing literature to gather field-related
insights without requiring direct involvement in the research setting.

The data sources referenced in this study consist of both primary and secondary
sources. Primary sources include research findings, research reports, and scholarly journal
articles, while secondary sources encompass government regulations, books, and other
relevant references.

Once the necessary literature sources have been gathered, the next step involves
analyzing the data through content analysis. Content analysis is a systematic technique in
which researchers objectively examine texts to extract meaningful insights while
minimizing personal bias. This process involves an in-depth exploration of selected sources,
allowing for a structured and methodical approach to reading and analyzing data. By
employing this analytical framework, the study aims to produce well-founded findings that
address the research problem and contribute valuable knowledge to the field of education.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Literacy Program

A literacy program is a fundamental initiative aimed at enhancing the quality of
human resources by strengthening skills in reading, writing, and information
comprehension. Literacy extends beyond basic reading and writing abilities; it also
encompasses the capacity to understand, analyze, and effectively utilize information across
various aspects of life. According to Rahmawati (2021), an effective literacy program should
incorporate multiple strategies, including the provision of relevant reading materials,
community-based literacy training, and the integration of digital technology to broaden
public access to information. Similarly, Haryanto (2020) highlights that strong literacy skills
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enhance an individual's ability to adapt to social and economic transformations, particularly
in the context of globalization and the Industrial Revolution 4.0.

Moreover, literacy programs play a significant role in both individual and societal
development. When successfully implemented, these programs can foster critical thinking,
cultivate lifelong reading habits, and encourage active participation in social progress. The
success of literacy programs depends on the support of various stakeholders, including the
government, educational institutions, libraries, and community organizations. Government
contributions may include policy development, funding allocations, the establishment of
literacy infrastructure such as public libraries, and training programs for educators and
literacy facilitators. Meanwhile, educational institutions can integrate literacy into their
curricula and create learning environments that nurture a culture of reading and knowledge
acquisition.

Despite their importance, literacy programs often face several challenges, such as
limited access to quality reading materials, low public interest in reading, and a lack of
coordination among stakeholders. Addressing these challenges requires the development of
inclusive and adaptive literacy programs. An inclusive approach ensures that all social
groups, including marginalized communities, can actively participate and benefit from
literacy initiatives. Meanwhile, an adaptive approach enables literacy programs to evolve in
response to technological advancements and societal needs. Thus, literacy programs should
not be viewed merely as efforts to improve basic skills, but rather as a foundation for
fostering competent, independent, and productive individuals.

Collaboration among the government, educational institutions, communities, and
individuals is essential to ensuring the long-term sustainability and effectiveness of literacy
programs in building a well-informed and competitive society. Initiatives such as the 15-
Minute Reading Literacy Program, Little Librarians, Storytelling, and Scrapbooking in
libraries can serve as impactful interventions to enhance human resource development and
instill a strong literacy culture.

Enhancing Students' Reading Interest

Interest is a psychological inclination that reflects an individual's preference and
attraction toward a particular activity, characterized by a voluntary and enthusiastic
engagement in it. Interest emerges when individuals perceive something as enjoyable,
meaningful, or necessary. According to Slameto (2010), "Interest is an individual's tendency
to consistently pay attention to and focus on specific subjects or activities.” In the context
of literacy, reading interest refers to students’ enthusiasm for reading, as reflected in their
frequent engagement with books, both for academic and personal enjoyment. Reading is a
crucial activity that indirectly enhances knowledge, improves academic skills, and broadens
students’ perspectives. Dalman (2014) defines reading as an intellectual activity aimed at
acquiring new information from books or other written materials.

Fostering reading interest requires continuous nurturing, guidance, and
reinforcement from early childhood through adolescence and adulthood. This process
involves collaboration among parents, schools, and the wider community. According to
Santoso, some of the key challenges in implementing literacy programs include limited
access to quality reading materials, low public interest in reading, and insufficient
collaboration among key stakeholders. To address these issues, developing literacy
programs that are both inclusive and adaptive is essential. An inclusive approach ensures
that all social groups, including marginalized communities, have equal opportunities to
participate in and benefit from literacy initiatives. Meanwhile, an adaptive approach allows
literacy programs to evolve in response to technological advancements and changing
societal needs.
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A strong interest in reading plays a vital role in shaping literacy skills, which serve
as the foundation for academic success and personal development. In an educational setting,
students' reading interest is influenced by internal factors such as motivation and personal
curiosity, as well as external factors, including the availability of engaging reading materials,
a supportive learning environment, and encouragement from teachers and families. Slameto
(2010) also emphasizes that reading interest can be cultivated by introducing captivating
books, organizing group reading activities, and fostering an environment that promotes
reading as a habit (Hikmawati & Munastiwi, 2019). Beyond acquiring information, reading
enhances imagination, sharpens critical thinking skills, and strengthens language
proficiency.

Therefore, a collaborative effort among families, schools, and communities is crucial
in building a literacy-friendly ecosystem that nurtures reading interest. Schools can
contribute by providing well-equipped libraries and organizing structured reading programs,
while families can create a reading culture at home by encouraging children to explore books
regularly. Cultivating reading interest from an early age is instrumental in shaping well-
informed, creative, and resilient individuals who are prepared to navigate future challenges
(Dalman, 2014).

School Library

A library can be defined as an institutional or organizational unit responsible for
managing collections of books and other educational resources, including multimedia
materials. Its management follows a structured and systematic approach, adhering to
established guidelines to ensure easy access to information for all users. Libraries play a
crucial role in providing diverse forms of information, whether for academic or non-
academic purposes. To fulfill this role effectively, proper management is essential, allowing
libraries to function as reliable sources of knowledge for students, teachers, and the broader
school community (Bafadal, 2019).

Furthermore, Sugesti Hadi emphasizes that a library is more than just a place for
storing books; it is an integrated system consisting of multiple interdependent divisions, each
contributing to its overall functionality. These divisions include collection development,
cataloging, user services, and facilities maintenance. The collection development division is
responsible for selecting and acquiring relevant books and materials. The cataloging division
organizes and classifies resources to ensure easy accessibility. The user services division
facilitates book lending, literacy programs, and research assistance. Meanwhile, the facilities
maintenance division ensures that the library remains a conducive and comfortable space
for learning (Sugesti Hadi & Aulia Kumala, 2018).

According to Yusuf (2023), a school library is an essential facility that houses a
collection of learning resources accessible to students. In the context of education, a school
library serves not only as a repository of books but also as a critical support system for the
learning process. By providing a wide range of reading materials, school libraries help
students expand their knowledge, deepen their understanding, and develop critical thinking
skills. Therefore, professional library management is necessary to maximize its benefits for
students and contribute to the achievement of educational objectives (Yusuf, 2023).

Based on these expert perspectives, a library is not merely a storage facility for books
and reading materials; it is an institution with a structured system and clearly defined
responsibilities within each division. When managed effectively, school libraries become
essential in supporting educational goals, serving as valuable literacy resources for students,
a learning aid for teachers, and a driving force in promoting a culture of reading within
schools and the wider community.
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A well-implemented literacy program is crucial in improving the quality of human
resources by strengthening reading, writing, and information comprehension skills. Literacy
programs go beyond basic reading and writing abilities, as they also develop critical
thinking, analytical skills, and the ability to adapt to social and economic changes. The
success of literacy programs depends on the involvement of various stakeholders, including
the government, educational institutions, libraries, and the community. By integrating
inclusive and adaptive approaches, literacy programs can be effectively implemented to
reach diverse social groups and address the challenges of limited reading materials and low
public reading interest.

Developing students' reading interest plays a significant role in fostering a strong
literacy culture. Interest in reading is influenced by both internal factors, such as motivation,
and external factors, including access to reading materials and a supportive environment.
Schools, families, and communities must collaborate to create an ecosystem that nurtures
reading habits from an early age. Providing engaging books, organizing reading activities,
and creating a conducive reading environment are essential steps in increasing students’
enthusiasm for reading. By encouraging reading habits, individuals can develop broader
perspectives, enhance creativity, and improve their critical thinking skills.

School libraries serve as essential learning facilities that provide access to books and
other educational resources. A well-managed library is more than just a book storage space;
it is an integral part of the learning process. Libraries must be systematically managed to
ensure their effectiveness in supporting students’ academic growth and literacy
development. The presence of various divisions within a library, such as collection
development, cataloging, and user services, ensures that students and teachers can maximize
their learning experience. Therefore, improving library management is necessary to create a
dynamic and resourceful learning environment.

The success of literacy programs, reading interest development, and school library
management relies on the collaboration between schools, families, and the government.
Stakeholders must work together to provide the necessary infrastructure, resources, and
programs to support literacy and educational development. Policies that promote library
access, book distribution, and literacy training can significantly enhance the learning
experience for students. Additionally, leveraging digital resources can further expand access
to information and improve literacy engagement among students.

In conclusion, literacy programs, reading interest development, and school library
management are interconnected elements that contribute to the overall quality of education.
Schools must prioritize literacy initiatives by integrating reading programs into the
curriculum, providing well-managed libraries, and fostering a culture of reading among
students. A strong literacy foundation not only improves academic achievement but also
equips individuals with the knowledge and skills needed to succeed in an increasingly
competitive world. By continuously enhancing literacy efforts, society can produce well-
educated, innovative, and independent individuals who are prepared to face future
challenges.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, literacy programs, the development of reading interest, and effective
school library management are key elements in improving the quality of education. These
factors work together to enhance students' reading, writing, and critical thinking skills,
which are essential for academic success and adapting to societal changes. Successful
literacy initiatives require collaboration between schools, families, communities, and the
government to provide the necessary infrastructure, resources, and support. A well-managed
school library plays a crucial role in fostering a conducive learning environment, while the
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development of reading habits among students nurtures creativity, broadens perspectives,
and enhances problem-solving abilities. By prioritizing literacy, schools can equip students
with the skills needed to thrive in a competitive world, ultimately contributing to the overall
growth of society.
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